An Age of Reform, 1820-1850

I. Origins of Reforms

A. Religious changes – Second Great Awakening

B. Quaker faith

C. Declaration of Independence

D. Transcendentalism – Emerson and Thoreau
II. Major Reform Movements

A. Romanticism – from Europe
1. Liberation of the Human Spirit – sensation, excitement, passion

2. Hudson River School – “sublime” nature will frighten and thrill
B. Utopian Communities

1. Shakers

2. Brook Farm (Boston)

3. New Harmony, Indiana – 1825 - Robert Owen

4. Oneida Community – 1848-1879 - John Humphrey Noyes

C. Temperance
1. Social Control

2. Role of Women

3. Bishop McIlvaine

D. Anti-Slavery and Abolition

1. Small in numbers but large in enthusiasm 

2. William Lloyd Garrison 

3. Radical abolitionists versus Political Abolitionists
4. Fredrick Douglass
5. Role of Women / Grimke sisters
E. Women’s Rights

1. Grimke sisters
2. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott

3. Sojourner Truth
4. Seneca Falls Convention 1848
5. Impact?

F. Jail and Asylum Reform

1. Dorothea Dix

G. Universal Free Public Education

1. Horace Mann

2. What should be taught?
H. Labor Unions

