English Composition
Course Outline

Ms. Downey – Room 355
KDowney@opschools.org
Course Description:
The goal of English Composition is to turn you into a competent, confident writer. To achieve this, we will cover strategies that are designed to strengthen your current writing styles and abilities. We will begin with an intensive grammar study, which is the foundation of this course, before moving on to writing assignments that include narrative, expository, persuasive, and creative styles. With every assignment, we will pay attention to the writing process, making sure to draft, edit, and revise the various pieces you create. Much of your work will be done in class. Therefore, it is important that you use your time effectively. I expect you to make a sincere effort this semester, and, where appropriate, to support your classmates in their efforts to become better writers.
Because vocabulary is integral to good writing, we will spend time working with new vocabulary. There will be regular quizzes on all vocabulary studied in class. 
Supplies: You will need a folder, some loose-leaf paper, and a pen or pencil. (This is an English class. You always need paper and pens!)  
Homework Policy: Please make every effort to hand in your assignments on time. You will only receive partial credit for work that is turned in late. Any assignment turned in AFTER the time limits listed below will be counted as a ZERO. 
One day late = 25% off

Two days late = 50% off
PLEASE NOTE! There may be times when the two-day partial credit rule has to be lifted. When this is necessary, you will be given fair warning. 

If you are absent, please see me on the day you return to schedule any make-up assignments. Completing any work that you miss is your responsibility. If you have a music lesson, please tell me a day in advance.
Grading Policy: Every writing assignment comes with a comprehensive rubric and is given a point value. This way, you know what to do to earn a good grade and you know what each assignment is worth. At the end of each quarter, the points you earned are added up and averaged to determine your grade. 
I do not bombard seniors with a zillion niggling assignments, because that won’t happen to you in college. This means that every assignment is important, and missing an assignment WILL negatively affect your grade. Please complete all of the assignments on time and finish this year by doing your personal best.
Participation is vital to the success of any English class. You should plan to participate actively, fully, and appropriately in this class. Good participation includes

· listening attentively 

· asking meaningful, relevant questions 

· giving thoughtful input 

· working effectively on your own and with others 
Extra Help: I am here to help you, so if you are having trouble please tell me! Don’t wait until a small problem becomes an emergency. Look for me here in room 355 or stop by the House III Office (209-6313) for assistance. I also have a teacher page that you can check. If all else fails, you can email me at KDowney@opschools.org. 
Rules: You must display courteous behavior toward everyone in the room at all times! This is very important to the success of the class and your success in life. The three points below describe the behavior necessary for us to work together effectively.  
1. Be on time and ready to work.  

· Focus on learning and improving academically.
· Decide to be actively involved in the lessons, activities, and discussions.
· Try your best on every assignment.
2. Be polite and respectful to everyone.  
· Use clean, appropriate language at all times.
· Be alert and pay attention in class.
· Speak when you are called upon and listen politely to others.
· Behave in a kind and considerate manner.
3. Bring a positive attitude to class.  
· Act with maturity, integrity, kindness, and respect at all times.
You are responsible for following all of the rules and guidelines listed in the OPHS student handbook as well. Failure to adhere to them will result in disciplinary action such as detentions, warnings, referrals, and phone calls home.

Cell phones must be turned off and put away. You need to be “unplugged” from your technology. Focus on what we are doing in class. If you have your phone out and I see it, I will take it and turn it in to your house office. Please don’t surf the web, watch Netflix, or text your friends. Tune in to class instead. ☺
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses. If you cheat or plagiarize any work, you will fail the assignment and receive a referral. I cannot stress this point strongly enough: Do your own work! 

Bathroom and hall passes are for emergencies only. If you really must use the facilities, quietly get up and take the pass at an appropriate time. Avoid interrupting the class. If this class becomes your daily bathroom break, you will receive a warning and lose bathroom privileges. 

Class ends when the bell rings. We need the time that we are given to be productive. Do not pack up early and do not stand by the door.

Finally, PLEASE STICK TOGETHER as a class during fire and emergency drills. If there were ever a true emergency, I would need to account for all of you. Be safe and take the drills seriously.

Please go over this document with your parents or guardians and sign below. Signatures are due on 2/3/17.

Student: _____________________________________ Parent: ___________________________________

SAVE THIS DOCUMENT IN YOUR CLASS FOLDER.
