Introduction to Your Chapbook 
Introductory Essay
This first person narrative will be the introduction to you as a writer and also an introduction to your writing as it pertains to your chapbook. The length should be around 600-800 words.  Be clear and specific and address these areas:  
You as a writer…


Tell your audience how you came to participate in Creative Writing Workshop as a class.  What is your personal relationship with writing?  Are you comfortable with it?  Where did you come from as a writer?  Where are you going as a writer?  Take this time to reflect on what impact, if any this course has had or what writing in general means to you has become to you, or what you want it to be.  Most anything is okay here as long as it is appropriate and honest.  Tell me that you have been writing stories since 4th grade or tell me that taking this class was an experiment that went bad.  Again, keep your audience in mind.  This may not be the time for specifics, i.e.:  I used to like creative writing, but then this one time, Ms. Farrell was in a bad mood and she said my writing needed a lot of improvement and I got angry and now I know creative writing sucks.  This should be more about YOU than about me or even this class.  Hopefully this class is a stop on the journey, not the whole journey.  Ideas to consider include how you first became interested in writing, when you first began writing, how your writing has changed/improved/declined over the years, how often you write, kinds of writing you do, etc.  
Your writing…

What specifically have you written about? This is your explanation of why you’ve chosen the selections (inspiration, art, lyrics, writing, etc.) included and how they relate to your audience.  Think about one of those hand held tour recordings as you walk through a museum.  Some pieces require a little more of a set-up, others don’t.  This section can either be about the actually content of the specific piece or the process.  For example, When I wrote my descriptive paper, I found it very difficult to come up with the idea, so although if felt forced at times, I am proud of what the final product came to be.  OR One of my soundtrack selections discusses the frustration of growing up, and I felt that to be an integral part of my career at OPHS and necessary to include in my chapbook because… Please include background information on pieces, their relation to your view of writing (What were you trying to accomplish?  How is this writing different from past writing that you have done? etc.), their relationship to the audience (What would you like them to remember or think about or learn? Etc.)
This is worth 50points, approximately 25 points for each section.  It should be placed after the dedication page (optional) before we really get into your creative writing pieces

